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In the spring of 2019, the Polish Political Science Association and the Polish So-
ciety of European Studies at Jakub of Paradies University in Gorzow (AJP) launched 
monthly discussion meetings. Their purpose was to create a platform for stimulating 
creative debate among the staff. 

At first, the debates took place in the conference hall of the AJP Main Library. The 
speakers were mainly staff members, guest from outside the University were rare. 
The topics of the first meetings were Brexit and the socio-political conditions of the 
European Parliament elections. There was a discussion about the political situation 
in Poland following the general election, as well as a debate on the role of the Rus-
sian secret service in the making of Russia’s imperial policy and the consequences of 
Russian and Belarussian relations for Poland. 

In January, the winter term meetings concerned challenges for the European 
Commission and associations of the Russian secret service officer retirees. 

The summer term opened in March 2020 with a discussion about women’s rights 
in Poland. Due to the pandemic, the subsequent face-to-face meetings were put 
on hold and meetings moved online from May. The subject of the first two online 
meetings was the new Covid reality and a  question whether the post-pandemic 
world would be different. At the next meeting, the influence of the pandemic on 
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migration was explored. After the summer holidays, debates about Poland’s place in 
the EU1 were held and discussions about Russia returned (sparked by the promotion 
of a book regarding its transformation).2

In January 2021, Daria Zviagina Ph.D., was invited to participate in a  meeting, 
and she was asked about the directions Russia was going (that debate was met 
with unprecedented interest: for the first time there were participants from Estonia 
and Ukraine). Equally popular was the February meeting regarding the contempo-
rary determinants of the Baltic states’ safety, led by Colonel Zdzislaw Sliwa, Ph.D. 
(Baltic Defence College in Tartu, Estonia). In March, Katarzyna Dospial-Borysiak, 
Ph.D. (University of Lodz) discussed the dilemmas of climate policies, and in April, 
Anna Maslon-Oracz, Ph.D. (Warsaw School of Economics), Aleksandra Szczerba Ph.D. 
(AJP) and Malgorzata Dziembala, Ph.D. (University of Economics in Katowice) talked 
about wage discrimination. 

Between April 2019 and April 2021, there were 16 discussions: 11 online and 
5 face-to-face meetings. The attendance varied from a dozen to several dozen, and 
the talks provoked animated debates, some of them lasting for over two hours.

Anyone interested in participating in the future meetings can visit the fan page 
of the Polish Political Science Association in Gorzow Wielkopolski on Facebook. 
The previous online meetings can be also watched on the website of the Regional 
Centre for International Debate in Gorzow Wielkopolski.

1 By that point, among the speakers at the Gorzow discussion meetings there were: Jacek Bar-
cik, Ph.D., Prof. at the University of Silesia; Łukasz Budzyński, Ph.D. (AJP); Prof. Zbigniew Czachór, 
Ph.D. (AJP); Natalia Gorzkiewicz, Ph.D. (Lubuskie Museum); Prof. Tomasz Grosse, Ph.D. (the Uni-
versity of Warsaw); Ewa Kocińska-Lange, Ph.D. (National Centre for Research and Develop-
ment, Office in Brussels); Kazimierz Kraj, Ph.D., Prof. at AJP; Paweł Leszczyński, Ph.D., Prof. at AJP; 
Joanna Lubimow, Ph.D. (AJP); Tomasz Marcinkowski, Ph.D. (AJP); Beata Orłowska, Ph.D., Prof. at 
AJP; Marta Pachocka, Ph.D. (the Warsaw School of Economics); Beata Piskorska, Ph.D., Prof. at the 
Catholic University of Lublin; Juliusz Sikorski, Ph.D. (AJP); Andrzej Skwarski, Ph.D. (AJP); Aleksan-
dra Szczerba, Ph.D., Prof. at AJP; and Marta Witkowska, Ph.D. (the University of Warsaw).

2 J. Tymanowski, A. Skwarski, N. Moch (eds.), Rosja w procesie wyzwań – między demokracją a auto-
rytaryzmem, Dom Wydawniczy Elipsa, Warszawa 2020.


